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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  Ending  December  31st,  1957 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  Falmouth  in  1957. 

The  only  disease  to  occur  in  epidemic  form  in  1957  was 
the  so-called  Asian  Influenza.  This  seems  to  have  travelled 
over  the  whole  country  in  two  waves.  The  first  attacked 
were  school  children  and  adolescents.  The  disease  was  mild 
and  recovery  was  almost  invariably  rapid  and  complete.  The 
second  wave  began  in  early  September  and  within  six  weeks 
the  numbers  absent  from  work  on  account  of  sickness  rose  to 
three  times  the  normal.  Four  weeks  later  the  epidemic  was 
over.  There  were  six  deaths  from  influenza  during  this 
period  one  of  a girl  of  23  years  another  of  a man  of  43.  The 
remaining  four  were  of  females  over  the  age  of  65  years. 
Apart  from  these  deaths  the  form  of  the  disease  was  mild  and 
recovery  was  rapid. 

The  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  January  when 
cases  of  the  disease  are  uncommon.  Such  cases  occur  from 
time  to  time  but  it  is  hoped  that  even  this  will  cease  when 
the  general  level  of  protection  by  vaccination  has  been  raised. 
The  response  to  the  offer  of  free  vaccination  was  not  as  good 
as  we  had  hoped  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  when  cases 
throughout  the  country  have  fallen  to  a low  level  the  public 
will  forget  the  dangers  and  neglect  to  have  their  children 
vaccinated.  This  is  already  happening  with  diphtheria. 

I am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  expressing  once 
more  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
my  appreciation  of  their  consideration  and  support  and  my 
thanks  to  Mr.  Sweet  and  his  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  E.  WHITMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FALMOUTH 


Statistics  and  Social  Condition  1957 

(1956  figures  in  brackets) 


Area^  in  acres 

1,893 

Estimated  population  1957 

16,540 

(16.500) 

Inhabited  houses  1957  ... 

5,092 

Inhabited  houses  1931 

2,916 

Rateable  value  



£269,681 

Product  of  penny  rate  

£1 

,023  4 0 

Houses  built  or  building  since  1945 

868  (820) 

Families  on  waiting  list  for  houses 

557  (511) 

Inhabited  houses  left  from  1935  slum 

clearance 

scheme  

. « . ... 

85  (85) 

Rainfall  1957  

inches 

41.1  (37.3) 

Rainfall,  average  of  past  80  years 

inches 

43.9 

Sunshine  1957 

hours  1723 

.6  (1745.8) 

Sunshine,  average  of  past  80  years 

hours  1697 

.8 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births 


Males  135  (131)  Females  112  (128) 

Total  247 

(259) 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Compara- 
bility Factor  

1.08 

(1.08) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 
Falmouth  

16.1 

(17.0) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales  

16.1 

(15.6) 

Still  Births 

Males  3 (4)  Females  5 (3) 

Total  8 

(7) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 
Falmouth  

31.4 

(26.3) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  all  births — 
England  and  Wales  

22.4 

(23.0) 

Deaths 

Males  100  (111)  Females  124  (95) 

Total  224 

(206) 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Compara- 
bility Factor — Falmouth 

0.91 

(0.87) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 
Falmouth  

12.3 

(10.9) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 
England  and  Wales  

11.5 

(11.7) 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 


Males  1 (1)  Females  1 (3) 

Total 

2 

(4) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
births — Falmouth 

live 

8.1 

(15.4) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000 
births — England  and  Wales 

live 

23.0 

(23.8) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks 

Males  1 (0)  Females  1 (3) 

Total 

2 

(3) 

BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  SINCE  1936 

Infant 

Mortality 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

1936 

12.8 

14.4 

46.2 

1937 

15.3 

14.3 

52.0 

1938 

12.3 

13.6 

59.5 

1939 

13.7 

14.8 

58.5 

1940 

13.1 

13.4 

49.8 

1941 

16.5 

12.6 

36.9 

1942 

16.2 

13.6 

41.7 

1943 

18.6 

14.6 

56.6 

1944 

20.4 

13.9 

53.3 

1945 

20.0 

14.1 

16.5 

1946 

20.4 

13.5 

33.6 

1947 

18.6 

12.7 

23.0 

1948 

15.6 

12.9 

26.4 

1949 

16.4 

14.6 

46.9 

1950 

• • • 

14.8 

11.1 

33.3 

1951 

15.1 

10.8 

33.2 

1952 

14.4 

9.5 

26.3 

1953 

15.9 

10.6 

15.9 

1954 

14.9 

12.1 

30.6 

1955 

14.9 

11.9 

8.5 

1956 

17.0 

10.9 

15.4 

1957 

16.1 

12.3 

8.1 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


1953 

1954 

19551956 

1957 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

2 

2 

3 

2 

- 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

7 

8 

10 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

7 

4 

5 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

4 

4 

6 

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

neoplasms 

18 

21 

26 

13 

28 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Diabetes  

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

28 

35 

40 

30 

41 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

27 

31 

24 

28 

30 

Hypertension  and  heart  disease 

6 

10 

9 

3 

7 

Other  heart  disease 

38 

42 

43 

49 

52 

Other  circulatory  disease  

8 

6 

4 

4 

8 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

Pneumonia 

6 

2 

5 

9 

5 

Bronchitis  

8 

12 

8 

9 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach — Duodenum 

1 

2 

1 

5 

0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

8 

5 

2 

3 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations  

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

17 

20 

22 

11 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

4 

3 

7 

5 

Suicide  

2 

0 

2 

4 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  cases 

203 

230 

225 

206 

224 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M.  F.  Total 


0+ 

1 

(1) 

1 

(3) 

2 

(4) 

1—  4 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

0 

(0) 

5—14 

1 

(0) 

0 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

15—24 

2 

(0) 

1 

(0) 

3 

(0) 

25—44 

5 

(6) 

4 

(3) 

9 

(9) 

45—64 

...  25 

(35) 

15 

(15) 

40 

(50) 

65—74 

....  30 

(34) 

35 

(24) 

65 

(58) 

75  + 

....  37 

(35) 

67 

(49) 

104 

(84) 

75.4%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
48.2%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  75  years  of  age. 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY,  1957 


Population 

Still 

Live« 

Deaths 

Perinatal 

Mid  1957 

Births 

Births 

within 

7 days 

Murtalitj 

Falmouth 

16,540 

8 

247 

1 

35.3 

Penryn 

4,320 

3 

77 

1 

50.0 

Truro  City  ... 

13,540 

2 

177 

1 

17.0 

Truro  Rural 

26,560 

16 

389 

11 

66.7 

Health  Area 

60,960 

29 

890 

14 

48.3 

Cornwall : — Perinatal  Mortality  1957,  44.9 
England  and  Wales  Perinatal  Mortality  1957,  36.2 


The  infant  mortality  rate  was  low  for  the  third  year  in 
succession.  In  1955  and  again  in  1956  it  was  little  more 
than  one  third  of  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
perinatal  mortality  rate  however  is  not  so  good.  Owing 
to  the  large  number  of  still  births  during  the  year  the  rate 
is  only  just  lower  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  death  rate  is  somewhat  higher  than  that  for  England 
and  Wales  but  as  almost  half  the  deaths  occurred  over  the 
age  of  75  years  it  is  obvious  we  have  a larger  percentage 
of  old  people  in  the  population  among  whom  the  death  rate 
is  naturally  higher. 

Of  the  two  infant  deaths  one  was  due  to  difficult  and 
prolonged  labour,  the  other  to  pneumonia.  The  one  death 
between  5 and  14  years  was  due  to  an  obscure  condition 
finally  labelled  encephalitis.  In  the  next  age  group  one 
death  was  due  to  a liver  abcess  due  to  a disease  contracted 
in  the  Tropics,  one  to  a motor  cycle  accident  and  one  to 
Influenza. 
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Among  the  9 deaths  between  25  and  44  years,  5 were 
due  to  cancer  only  one  of  which  could  possibly  have  been  due 
to  smoking.  In  this  age  group  there  was  also  one  death  due 
to  Influenza. 

Despite  a careful  search  of  the  records  I can  identify 
only  7 of  the  9 deaths  attributed  to  influenza  by  the  Registrar 
General.  One  of  the  7 occurred  in  April,  of  the  others  3 
occurred  in  October  and  3 in  November,  all  doubtless  due  to 
the  Asian  type  of  the  disease. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 
1.  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare.  Attendances  2.559  (2,362)  Sessions  98. 

Average  per  session  26.0. 


Dental  Expectant  and  Pre-School  School 

Nursing  Mothers  Children  Children 


Inspected 

29 

(42) 

80  (84) 

3,705 

(3,300) 

Offered  Treatment 

29 

(41) 

71  (80) 

2,401 

(2,227) 

Treated 

29 

(41) 

71  (80) 

1,073 

(1,100) 

Attendances 

173  (228) 

176  (212) 

2,247 

(2,140) 

Made  dentally  fit 

18 

(41) 

49  (115) 

992 

(1.179) 

2.  Ambulance  Service 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Ambulances 

, , 

• • • • 

2 

2 

2 

Utilecons 

• • • « 

2 

2 

2 

Patients  carried — Ambulances 

• • • 

2,814 

2,236 

2,173 

Patients  carried — Utilecons 

• • • 

6,917 

6,702 

6,400 

Patients  carried — Hospital  Car 

Service 

1,079 

1,325 

1,316 

Miles  travelled — Ambulances 

• • • 

25,233 

23,643 

22,429 

Miles  travelled — Utilecons 

• • • 

39,654 

40,297 

34.146 

Miles  travelled — ^Hospital  Car  Service 

7,085 

6,222 

6,929 

3.  Home  Help  Service 

Help  was  given  in  their  own  homes  to  13  (15)  maternity 
and  95  (82)  other  cases. 

The  rates  of  assessment  have  been  reviewed  and  scaled 
downwards  as  far  as  it  is  permitted  to  do  so.  Nevertheless 
many  consider  the  charges  so  high  that  they  feel  they  have 
to  forego  help  which  is  really  needed.  Most  of  the  help 
given  is  to  people  who  can  well  afford  it  or  to  those  on  Nat- 
ional Assistance  who  of  course  pay  nothing.  As  evidence 
of  this  out  of  a total  of  108  persons  helped  in  1957,  36  were 
assessed  to  pay  the  full  rate  of  3/6  per  hour  while  55  had  nil 
assessments. 
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4.  After-care  Grants 

A grant  of  free  extra  nourishment  was  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician  to  two  sufferers 
from  tuberculosis. 

5.  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Truro  examined  and 
reported  in  37  samples  of  ice  cream  during  the  year. 


6.  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

General  cases  nursed 

250 

602 

683 

268 

General  nursing  visits 

6,737 

6,375 

8,115 

9,928 

Midwifery  cases  

164 

169 

169 

165 

Midwifery  visits  ... 

3,401 

4,240 

3,783 

3,015 

Ante-natal  visits 

Health  visits  to  children 

1,434 

1,787 

1,595 

1,161 

under  5 years  

7,120 

8,174 

7,786 

7,203 

Visits  to  elderly  people  ... 

3,438 

3,923 

5,461 

5,731 

Miss  E.  J.  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer, 
reports  : — 

Staff.  In  March  a part  time  State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse 
joined  the  staff.  Her  work  is  to  give  routine  bed  baths  to 
aged  or  infirm  people  who  have  no  relatives  able  to  perform 
this  service  for  them.  In  this  way  15 — 20  persons  are  sure 
of  regular  visits  at  definite  times  and  the  acute  pressure  of 
work  for  the  full  time  staff  is  eased. 

In  October  a permanent  district  nurse  midwife  for  the 
Greenbank  area  was  appointed. 

District  Nurses’  Flats.  In  October,  10.  Florence  Terrace  was 
purchased  by  Cornwall  County  Council.  It  is  divided  into 
2 self  contained  flats.  After  minor  alterations  have  been 
made  and  garage  erected  the  two  district  nurse  midwives 
now  living  in  Acacia  Road  will  move  into  one  flat  and  their 
colleague  for  the  Greenbank  area  will  move  into  the  other. 

Midwifery  and  General  Nursing.  Work  shows  little  change 
apart  from  the  ever  increasing  care  needed  by  the  elderly. 

A small  ante-natal  relaxation  class  will  be  started  in 
the  new  year. 

Health  Visiting.  This  year  the  health  visitors  attended 
meetings  at  which  the  Mayor.  Councillors  and  members 
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of  interested  voluntary  organisations  discussed  and  formed 
an  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Committee.  Plenty  of  work  waits 
to  be  done. 

Much  of  the  preparatory  work  for  ante-poliomyelitis 
vaccination  was  done  by  the  health  visitors  who  also  played 
a significant  part  in  helping  to  ensure  that  the  mas  Radio- 
graphy Unit  was  kept  busy  throughout  its  short  stay  in 
Falmouth. 

The  routine  work  with  the  annual  mantoux  and  B.C.G. 
sessions  for  school  leavers  continues. 

The  large  number  of  children  not  immunised  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  is  a matter  of  real 
concern  to  the  health  visitors.  To  prevent  illness  is  so  much 
easier  than  to  cure  it.  Whooping  Cough  still  kills.  This 
year  in  Cornwall  it  killed  a child  of  less  than  a year  old. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Age 

Paralytic 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Measles 

Group 

Poliomyelitis 

Fever 

Cough 

- 1 

1 - 2 

M F 

M F 

M F 

1 

5 3 

M F 

— — 

_ _ 

2 2 

3-4 

— — 

- - 

2 3 

2 2 

5-9 

— - 

1 

7 5 

1 

10-  14 

...  - 1 

— — 

2 1 

2 

15-24 

- — 

- - 

- — 

- - 

25  + 

— — 

— — 

— — 

— — 

1 

1 

16  13 

4 7 

Totals  1 

1 

29 

11 

Acute 
Pneumonia 
0 -44  ...  No  Cases 

45-64  ...  3 1 

65t  ...  - 1 


3 2 


Total  5 
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Poliomyelitis 

There  was  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 
Quite  atypically  it  occurred  in  January.  The  source  of  the 
infection  remained  a mystery  and  there  were  no  subsequent 
cases  among  contacts.  The  patient  made  a fairly  good 
recovery  but  was  left  with  a paralysed  arm  and  weakened 
spinal  muscles. 

The  response  to  the  offer  of  free  vaccination  was  not  as 
satisfactory  as  one  had  hoped,  less  than  65%  of  the  number 
at  risk  in  the  under  15  year  age  group  in  fact.  But  supplies 
of  vaccine  were  so  inadequate  and  so  spasmodic  that  perhaps 
it  was  as  well  no  more  applied.  Altogether  this  was  a most 
exasperating  period  for  parents,  children,  general  practition- 
ers and  myself,  only  mitigated  by  the  arrival  of  ample 
supplies  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Diphtheria 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1957.  During  the 
year  155  children  under  5 and  9 older  children  were  immun- 
ised, 69  received  booster  doses. 

On  the  31st  December,  1957  there  were  859  children 
between  the  ages  of  1 year  and  5 years  in  Falmouth  and  of 
these  577  or  67.2'%  had  been  immuised. 

The  protective  antigen  now  in  general  use  protects 
children  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 
Not  only  has  diphtheria  been  almost  entirely  eliminated  (the 
weekly  incidence  in  United  Kingdom  varies  from  0 to  8 cases 
at  most)  but  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough  have 
been  reduced  so  drastically  one  can  now  hope  that  it  too  will 
eventually  disappear.  The  point  about  protecting  against  tet- 
anus is  that  should  the  possiblity  of  infection  with  tetanus 
occur  at  any  time  in  the  future  booster  injections  of  harmless 
toxoid  will  suffice  instead  of  the  dangerous  anti-toxin  in  horse 
serum  which  has  to  be  given  to  all  who  have  not  received 
earlier  protection  with  toxoid. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  1957. 

Under  1 1+2-4  5-14  15+  Total 

Number  vaccinated  ...  34  47  17  28  39  165 

Number  re-vaccinated  ....  - - 4 26  72  102 
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Tuberculosis 


Deaths 


New  Cases 

Non  Non 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
Age  Group  MF  MF  MF  MF 
- 5 
5-14 
15-24 
25-44 
45-64 
65  + 


6 10  — — — — — 1 
Total  16  — — 1 


On  the  31st  December,  1957  there  were  155  (146)  cases 
of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  of  which  142  (134)  were  pul- 
monary. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  worked  5 weeks  in 
Falmouth  during  the  Spring,  first  at  the  Docks  and  later  at 
the  Welfare  Centre. 

The  preparatory  work  was  begun  2 months  prior  to  the 
visit.  With  the  help  of  the  Mayor  and  the  various  voluntary 
organisations  a corps  of  about  100  canvassers  was  organised 
and  given  a certain  amount  of  briefing.  Between  them  these 
visited  practically  every  household  in  Falmouth  arranging 
appointments  and,  where  absolutely  essential,  transport. 
Quite  naturally  there  were  many  who  preferred  to  come  with- 
out appointment  but  even  these  were  helped  as  they  were 
told  when  the  machine  would  be  least  busy.  By  this  means 
a total  of  4,516  persons  came  to  the  Welfare  Centre  which 
together  with  the  2.006  at  the  Docks  makes  a total  of  6,522. 

Among  the  6.522  examined  17  persons  not  previously 
known  to  have  the  disease  were  found  to  have  active  pul- 
monary tuberculosis  needing  treatment.  All  these  have 
been  given  treatment  and  those  not  already  cured  are  well 
on  the  way.  A number  of  other  conditions  were  discovered 
some  of  which  can  be  and  have  been  treated,  among  them 
three  cases  of  cancer. 

While  the  machine  was  at  the  Welfare  Centre  744  school 
children  were  examined  but  no  new  case  of  disease  was 
discovered  among  them. 

At  the  end  of  1957,  1,295  children  had  been  vaccinated 
with  B.C.G.  Of  this  number  267  were  contacts  of  known 
cases  of  tuberculosis  and  1,028  were  dealt  with  under  the 
scheme  for  school  leavers. 


— 1 
— 2 
3 5 

3 2 
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BOROUGH  OF  FALMOUTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1957. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Falmouth 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


14th  June,  1958. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report,  in  which  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  is 
summarised  for  1957. 

Careful  scrutiny  is  not  particularly  required  to  observe 
the  divers  nature  of  our  duties.  This  diversity,  together  with 
the  number  of  complaints,  hinders  the  systematic  inspection 
of,  for  instance,  food  premises  which  does  not  proceed  as 
well  as  I would  wish. 

I am  however  pleased  to  report  that  Slum  Clearance  is 
conforming  to  our  pre-arranged  programme. 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Rent 
Act,  1957  have  been  few.  Many  owners  are  willing  to 
forgo  the  permitted  increase  in  rent  as  they  are  apprehen- 
sive of  the  cost  of  probable  repairs  and  some  tenants  tolerate 
disrepair  as  long  as  they  do  not  have  to  pay  more  rent.  The 
procedure  for  applying  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair  must 
be  criticised  as  the  majority  of  tenants  are  unable  to  compile 
a list  of  Defects  with  accuracy. 

The  Cleansing  Services  are  worthy  of  mention.  Fal- 
mouth is  one  of  the  few  towns  where  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly ; the  controlled  tip  has  been  complimented  by 
officials  from  various  Ministries,  even  so  the  costs  bear 
favourable  comparison  with  similar  authorities. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  support  during  the  year  and  again  pay 
tribute  to  my  staff  for  their  willing  and  efficient  assistance. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

R.  SWEET, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Inspections  made — 

Dwelling  Houses  Inspections 

Inspected  for  housing  defects 423 

Inspected  after  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease  14 

Rooms  disinfected  and  disinfested  ...  ...  196 

Inspections  of  Waterclosets  ...  9 

Inspections  of  Common  Passages  ...  ...  17 

Inspections  of  new  houses  ...  133 

Drainage 

Sewerage  Inspections  51 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  819 

Water  Tests  applied  to  drains 133 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains 92 

New  drains  approved  after  test  70 

New  drains  disapproved  1 

Old  drains  tested  16 

New  interceptors  fixed 55 

New  gullies  fixed  307 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Activities 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls  5 

Public  Conveniences  231 

Refuse  Tips  221 

Rodent  Control 2,323 

Visits  to  Salvage  Depot  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  42 

Visits  to  Swanvale  Sewerage  Farm  22 

Visits  to  Caravan  Sites 41 

Visits  to  Farms  ...  11 

Visits  to  Piggeries  ...  20 

Visits  to  Pet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  regarding  Local  Land  Charges 31 

Visits  to  Aged  and  Infirm  Persons  ...  ...  22 

Visits  to  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  9 

Inspections  of  Swanpool  24 

Inspections  regarding  Shops  Act  78 

Inspections  of  Beaches 12 

Inspections  of  Allotments  5 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  8 

District  Inspections  54 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc 75 

Interviews  with  Chairman  24 
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Interviews  with  applicants  for  Council  houses  30 

Interviews  and  Inspections  regarding  Over- 
crowding   15 

Interviews  regarding  Collection  of  Refuse  ...  32 

Interviews  with  Farmers  and  Milk  Purveyors  5 

Interviews  with  Owners  of  Hotels  14 

Interviews  with  Builders  83 

Interviews  with  Architects  19 

Interviews  regarding  Shops  Act  14 

Attendances  at  Committees  58 

Local  Land  Charges  Supplementary  Enquires  246 

Deposited  Plans  examined  135 

Total  Inspections  made 6,439 

Preliminary  Notices  sent  185 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  2 

Notices  of  proposal  to  issue  Certificate  of 
Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Complaints 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and 
dealt  with  during  the  year  : 

Obstructed  sewers  and  drains 83 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  59 

Overcrowding  7 

Water  Supply  3 

Insect  Pests  70 

Offensive  accumulations  5 

Rodent  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Miscellaneous  34 

Improvements  effected 
Dwelling  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  31 

Eaves  gutters  and  fall  pipes  repaired 21 

Walls  repaired  42 

Windows  repaired  21 

Verminous  rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  127 

Floors  relaid  or  repaired  8 

Doors  repaired  5 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  11 

Defective  flues  and  fireplaces  repaired  ...  7 

Waterclosets,  etc. 

Defective  waterclosets  repaired  12 

Defective  hopper  pans  replaced  by  wash-downs  5 
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Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ••  927 

New  cesspools  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  •••  •••  9 

Drainage 

Soil  pipes  repaired  2 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains  repaired  or  leconstructed  14 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed,  repaired  or  relaid  54 

Obstructed  gullies  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Obstructed  interceptors  cleansed  35 

Sewers  cleansed  or  repaired  9 

Premises  connected  to  main  sewer  ...  ...  9 

Siphon  traps  removed  ...  ...  4 

Obstructed  watercourses  cleansed  ...  ...  2 

Water  Supply 

Water  services  repaired 1 

Flush  cisterns  repaired 1 

Water  fountains  repaired  1 

Miscellaneous 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  8 


Water  Supply 

The  following  report  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  B.  J. 
Sweeney,  M.I.  Mun.E.,  A.R.I.C.S.,  A.M.Inst.H.E.,  Borough 
Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  : — 

The  Falmouth  Water  Undertaking  is  Municipally  owned. 

The  source  of  supply  is  from  gathering  grounds  of  gravel 
and  peat  sub-soil  from  which  it  flows  into  two  main  im- 
pounding and  settling  reservoirs,  and  also  into  two  minor  or 
supplementary  pools.  The  water  is  passed  through  sand 
pressure  filters  after  which  it  is  treated  with  chlorine  to 
achieve  and  maintain  the  required  standard  of  bacterial 
purity.  Lime  is  also  added  to  give  a water  of  slightly  alka- 
line reaction. 

Bacteriological  analyses  are  carried  out  monthly  on 
samples  of  water  in  supply.  Raw  water  is  also  analysed 
quarterly,  and  a chemical  analysis  is  performed  once  each 
year. 

During  the  period  under  review  the  water  supply  in  the 
statutory  area  has  been  entirely  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality 
and  (b)  in  quantity. 
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The  sedimentation  and  coagulation  tank  mentioned  in 
the  previous  report  is  now  under  construction  and  should  be 
completed  during  1958. 

During  1957  the  average  daily  consumption  within  the 
statutory  area  of  supply  was  1,348,014  gallons.  The  number 
of  domestic  and  trade  supplies  equals  5,588. 

Sewerage 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  Borough  falls  to  three 
sea  outfalls — at  Middle  Point,  Gyllyngvase  and  Pennace 
Point. 

It  is  necessary  to  raise  the  sewage  to  higher  levels  at 
North  Parade,  Prince  of  Wales  Pier,  Riviera  Hotel  and  at  the 
rear  of  Swanpool.  This  is  achieved  by  means  of  sewage 
ejectors  at  these  points  supplemented  at  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Pier  by  pumps.  During  the  period  under  review  the  ejector 
equipment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Pier  and  the  Riviera  Hotel 
has  been  overhauled  and  partly  renewed  and  is  now  working 
efficiently. 

During  December  the  new  main  drainage  system  and 
pumping  equipment  of  the  Borough  of  Penryn  was  com- 
pleted and  since  then  pumping  to  the  Council’s  sewer  in 
Trescobeas  Road  has  taken  place,  thus  the  sewage  from 
Penryn  is  now  being  disposed  of  through  the  system  of  the 
Falmouth  Borough  Council,  discharge  taking  place  at  Pen- 
nance  Point. 

During  the  short  period  in  which  this  has  been  in  oper- 
ation the  system  appears  to  be  working  quite  satisfactorily. 

Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  connection  of  houses 
at  present  drained  to  cesspools  at  the  rear  of  Swanpool  and 
at  the  westerly  end  of  Trescobeas  Road  to  the  new  main 
sewers  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  of  making  these  connections 
and  discontinuance  of  the  cesspools  will  be  able  to  proceed 
in  the  fairly  near  future. 

In  the  report  for  1956,  reference  was  made  to  complaints 
regarding  the  open  channels  to  the  sewage  storage  tanks  at 
Swanvale.  At  the  request  of  the  Council,  Dr.  A.  E.  Martin, 
a Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  visited 
and  inspected  the  tanks  in  March. 

In  his  report.  Dr.  Martin  pointed  out  that  a slight  element 
of  risk  is  inevitably  associated  with  all  methods  of  sewage 
disposal  and  that  at  Swanvale  would  be  less  than  that  from 
many  methods  of  disposal  in  populated  areas.  There  are  no 
opportunities  for  flies  to  breed  in  the  sewage  at  Swanvale. 
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It  was  suggested  however,  that  the  Council,  if  they  wished, 
could  cover  the  channels  with  hinged  galvanised  lids  or 
creosoted  wooden  planking. 

A petition  was  received  from  271  residents  in  September 
regarding  the  covering  of  the  open  channels. 

After  due  consideration,  the  Council  resolved  to 
take  no  action  to  provide  covers  over  the  open  channels. 

Watercourses 

A comprehensive  examination  of  Swanpool  and  the 
watercourses  which  discharge  into  it  was  made  during  the 
year  having  regard  to  the  continual  pollution  of  the  Pool. 

A report  upon  the  results  of  the  examination  and  mea- 
sures that  should  be  taken  to  clear  obstructions  in  the  water- 
courses was  made  to  a specially  appointed  Sub-Committee. 
This  Committee  inspected  the  course  of  the  stream  from 
Swanvale  to  Swanpool  and  recommended  that  the  Borough 
Surveyor  be  authorised  to  clear  the  course  of  this  stream  at 
an  estimated  cost  not  exceeding  £125. 

Drainage 

During  the  year,  70  new  drains  were  tested,  first  by  means 
of  Water  Test,  then  by  Smoke  Test  and  all  finally  approved. 

In  addition,  284  yards  of  6"  ; 50  yards  9" 
and  10  yards  12"  sewer ; 600  yards  4"  ; 325  yards  6"  and 
61  yards  9"  surface  water  drains  at  Boscawen,  Conway  Road, 
Conway  Close  ; Dracaena  Avenue  ; Kelly  Road,  Old  Hill 
Housing  Estate,  Bickland  Hill,  Laburnum  Drive  and  Stracey 
Road  were  tested  and  approved. 

Nine  premises  connected  to  cesspools  were  connected 
to  the  main  sewer  at  the  expense  of  the  respective  owner's. 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  at  the  Fal- 
mouth County  Court  for  the  recovery  of  costs  in  respect  of 
drainage  works  carried  out  by  the  Council. 

Closet  Accommodation 

With  the  exception  of  a very  small  number  of  Pail  Closets 
and  Privy  Middens  in  outside  areas,  all  are  on  the  Water 
Carriage  system  and  the  majority  are  connected  to  the 
Council’s  sewer. 

Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

There  were  no  infestations  of  bed  bugs  reported  ; fleas  are 
the  most  common  form  of  vermin  and  12  houses  were  disin- 
fested. 

Six  premises  were  treated  for  cockroaches  ; one  treated 
for  house  flies  ; 6 for  ants  and  43  Wasp  Nests  were  destroyed. 

Rodent  Control 

In  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  237  cases  were  dealt  with,  163  in  respect  of  brown 
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rats  and  74  in  respect  of  mice.  There  were  no  infestations 
of  black  rats. 

The  baits  used  for  prebaiting  were  68  lbs.  Sausage  Rusk 
and  735  lbs.  Oatmeal  and  for  poisoning.  Arsenic,  Zinc 
Phosphide.  Antu  and  Warfarin  were  the  chief  agents. 

Based  on  the  actual  “takes  of  poison”  it  is  estimated 
that  1,448  rats  and  1,042  mice  were  killed.  420  dead  rodents 
were  recovered. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  included  the  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewers,  which  resulted  in  an  estimated  kill 
of  66  included  in  the  above  total. 

Co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  Infestation  Control 
Division  and  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Committee,  Pest 
Department. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Officer  was  employed  and 
methods  of  treatment  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food’s  recommen- 
dations, including  poisoning. 

No  charges  were  made  for  treatment  carried  out  at 
dwelling  houses. 

The  Rodent  Officer  attended  an  Instructional  Course 
arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  from  29th  to  31st  October,  inclusive. 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are 


as  follows  : — 

Complaints  194 

Inspections  2,323 

Premises  treated  by  poison  223 

Premises  trapped  — 

Premises  gassed  — 

Manholes  baited  75 

Pre-baits  laid 5,055 

Poison  baits  laid  1,321 


Shops  Act 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Shops  Act,  1950  and  during  the  year  made  an  Order 
under  Section  40  suspending  the  weekly  half-holiday  closing 
of  shops  engaged  in  the  business  of  Fancy  Goods  and  Sou- 
venirs, during  the  period  from  First  of  June  to  the  Twenty- 
eighth  of  September,  1957. 

An  Order  was  also  made  under  Section  41  extending 
the  closing  hours  of  shops  engaged  in  the  business  referred 
to  above,  to  9.30  p.m.,  during  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September. 
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In  May,  a letter  was  circulated  to  232  shop-keepers 
employing  assistants,  drawing  their  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  17  regarding  the  statutory  half-holiday 
for  Shop  Assistants. 

The  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  as  regards  their 
sanitary  accommodation  was  continued  during  the  year  and 
of  the  78  inspections  made,  2 were  in  connection  with  closing 
hours. 

Two  complaints  were  received  and  a number  of  contra- 
ventions dealt  with. 

Control  of  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  six  licensed  sites  with  accommodation  for 
194  caravans,  of  these,  115  are  residential  and  one  of  the 
sites  is  reserved  exclusively  for  camping  and  no  caravans 
are  permitted. 

Five  of  the  sites  have  sanitary  conveniences  and  washing 
facilities  and  all  are  provided  with  main  water  supply  and 
dustbins. 

There  are  also  8 licensed  caravans  in  the  area. 

Cinemas  and  Music  Halls 

These  places  of  Public  Entertainment  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint.  The 
necessary  reports  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
purposes  of  renewal  of  licences  in  respect  of  Cinemas. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  application  was  received  for  a licence  to  keep  a Pet 
Shop,  which  was  granted. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

One  enquiry  was  received  for  the  burial  of  the  dead 
under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  The 
circumstances  appertaining  to  the  case  did  not  warrant 
action  by  the  Council. 

Exhumation 

The  exhumation  of  Marine  A.  Savarese  was  attended 
on  16th  October,  1957  at  the  Falmouth  Cemetery.  The  body 
was  taken  to  Brookwood  Military  Cemetery,  Surrey  for  re- 
burial in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Home  Office 
Licence  No.  8944  dated  6th  June,  1957. 

Exhaust  Fumes 

A petition  from  the  Traders  in  the  High  Street  complain- 
ing of  the  nuisance  and  danger  to  health  by  the  emission  of 
diesel  fumes  from  public  service  vehicles  was  considered  by 
the  Council. 

A Sub-Committee  met  representatives  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  Police.  As  the  vehicles  comply  with  the 
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Motor  Vehicles  Construction  and  Use  Regulation  no  action 
could  be  taken  in  respect  of  them  ; however,  the  matter  was 
deferred  for  further  consideration  pending  the  outcome  of 
the  suggestion  for  the  fitting  of  exhaust  deflectors. 

Organisation  and  Methods 

A review  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Arthur  Collins  and 
Co.  whose  report  stated  that  the  provision  of  two  public 
health  inspectors  is  by  no  means  excessive.  With  regard  to 
the  work,  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  over-elaboration,  the 
records  kept  being  purposeful  and  confined  to  essentials. 
It  was  recommended  that  there  was  no  need  to  fill  the 
vacancy  for  a Clerk. 

Criticism  was  made  that  particulars  of  the  costs  relating 
to  the  Cleansing  Services  were  not  presented  to  the  Council 
in  a form  whereby  comparison  could  be  made  with  costs  of 
similar  local  authorities.  However,  both  in  last  year’s 
report  and  this,  these  details  are  given  and  it  will  be  noted 
that  our  costs  are  considerably  lower  than  the  average. 

Civil  Defence 

After  successfully  completing  a course  of  instruction  in 
Evacuation,  Reception  and  Billeting  during  1956,  I attended 
another  Instructor’s  Course  for  the  Evacuation  and  Care  of 
the  Homeless  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACl,  1937 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

W ritten 
Notices 

Occ- 

upiers 

prose-' 

cuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  

27 

57 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author- 
ity   

51 

107 

1 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

3 

6 

TOTAL  

81 

170 

1 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


N umber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions 
we.e  in- 
stituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remi- 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.)  

2 

2 

1 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.3.)  







_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.)  

— 

— 

__ 



Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient 

(6)  unsuitable  or 

defective  

2 

2 

1 

__ 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes  

, 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  outwork)  

4 

4 

TOTAL  

9 

9 

— 

2 

— 

OUTWORK 
Sections  110  and  111 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

Woiks 

No.  of 
Out- 
workers 
in  Aug. 
list  re- 
quired 
by  Sect. 

110 
(1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply- 

lists 

No.  of 
instan- 
ces of 
work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
prem- 
ises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Wearing 

apparel, 

making, 

etc. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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HOUSING 


During  the  year,  the  Local  authority  built  24  houses 
which  brings  the  total  of  Council  houses  to  1 ,256.  24  houses 
were  built  privately. 

Slum  Clearance 

(1)  Beacon  Street  and  Prince  Street 

The  above  area  referred  to  in  the  report  for  1956,  was 
the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  in  January  of  this  year. 
Resulting  from  the  Inquiry,  the  Minister  confirmed  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  without  modification. 

(2)  Post  Office  Yard  and  Nos.  48,  49  and  50,  Smithick 
Hill. 

The  Council  resolved  to  make  a Clearance  Order  which 
was  confirmed  without  modification. 

(3)  Chapel  Terrace,  Koh-i-Nor  Place,  Smithick  Hill 
and  Princes  Place. 

The  Council  resolved  to  secure  demolition  by  means  of 
a Compulsory  Purchase  Order.  In  view  of  appeals  in  respect 
of  seven  of  the  premises,  a Public  Inquiry  was  held  in 
April,  1958. 

Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1957  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

As  a result  of  informal  action,  repairs  have  been  carried 
out  to  128  houses  and  to  2 after  formal  action. 

In  one  instance,  work  was  carried  out  in  default  follow- 
ing the  service  of  a Notice  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  ; the  costs  were  recovered  from  the  owner. 

One  Closing  Order  was  made  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  Part  of  a Building. 

One  Demolition  Order  was  made  under  Section  1 1 of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

One  Closing  Order  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Order  was 
made  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
received  ...  ...  • • • • • • • • ■ 5 

Notices  of  Intention  to  issue  Certificates  of 

Disrepair  served 5 

Undertakings  given  by  Landlords  ...  2 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  Issued  : 

In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  1 
In  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  1 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

In- 

Food  Premises  in  the  area  : — Number  spections 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  

27 

36 

Butchers 

17 

36 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Snack  Bars,  etc. 

32 

100 

Canteens  

2 

4 

Clubs 

10 

— 

Dairies 

2 

6 

Fish  Dealers 

4 

14 

Fish  Fryers 

8 

23 

Greengrocers  

11 

11 

Grocers  

41 

78 

Hotels,  Boarding  Houses,  etc. 

159 

49 

Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes 

4 

— 

Hostels  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  (Registered)  

53 

107 

Licensed  Premises  

27 

21 

Meat  Depot  

1 

4 

Miscellaneous 

7 

— 

Pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  meat 
products  ...  

..  4 

4 

Sausage  Manufacturers  (Registered) 

5 

5 

School  Canteens  

12 

4 

Vehicles  

6 

25 

Ice  Cream 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.),  Regulations,  1947-52. 

(i)  Premises  registered  under  Sections  16,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Only  one  of  the  five  manufacturers  registered  is  still 
making  ice  cream,  the  ingredients  being  heat  treated  after 
mixing. 

Of  the  46  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
only  32  sell  ice  cream,  all  of  which  is  pre-packed. 

(ii)  Premises  exempt  from  registration 

These  include  hotels,  restaurants  and  cinemas.  There 
is  one  manufacturer  who  uses  the  cold  mix  method. 

There  are  36  such  premises  which  sell  ice  cream. 

(iii)  Sampling 

During  the  year  37  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  35  were  certified  as 
Grade  1 and  2 as  Grade  2. 

Milk 

The  use  of  special  designations  for  retail  sales  of  milk 
was  made  compulsory  from  1st  April  by  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order,  1957. 
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All  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  Pasteurised  or  Tuber- 
culin Tested  or  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  or  Sterilized. 

As  these  designated  milks  are  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  the  retail  sale 
of  milk  from  open  containers  is  prohibited.  This  is  a great 
step  forward  from  that  undesirable  practice. 

There  are  24  registered  distributors,  17  dealer’s  licences 
have  been  granted  for  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  milk,  one  for  Tuber- 
culin Tested  and  three  for  Pasteurised,  besides  2 Supplemen- 
tary for  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  and  one  for 
Tuberculin  Tested. 

Complaints  relating  to  Food 

15  complaints  were  received  ; of  these,  6 warranted  no 
further  action  ; 5 resulted  in  warnings,  2 were  referred  to 
other  Local  authorities,  one  of  which  was  the  subject  of 
legal  proceedings  and  in  2 cases  the  Council  successfully 
instituted  legal  proceedings. 

Condemned  Food 

225  Certificates  were  issued  in  connection  with  unsound 
food,  the  following  being  condemned  : — 


Beef  

...  473-lbs. 

Lamb  

...  48-lbs. 

Bacon  

...  140-lbs. 

Liver  

...  10-lbs. 

Sausages  

...  70-lbs. 

Fish  

...  328-lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Foods 

...  214-lbs. 

Canned  Milk  

...  173-lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables 

...  532-lbs. 

Canned  Meat  

...  975-lbs. 

Canned  Fruit  

...  561 -lbs. 

Miscellaneous  Canned  Foods 

...  302-lbs. 

3,826-lbs. 

No  special  examination  of  stocks  or  consignments  of 
food  were  necessary. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  is  collection 
by  the  Council  and  final  disposal  by  burial  at  the  Council’s 
controlled  tip. 

Watercress 

5 samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory of  water  supplying  watercress  beds.  The  results  were 
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unsatisfactory.  One  of  the  beds  is  no  longer  being  used  and 
additional  precautions  have  been  taken  with  the  watercress 
from  the  others. 

Food  and  Drug  Samples 

The  Council  are  responsible  for  sampling  under  the 
Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Rundle,  Senior 
Sampling  Officer,  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  has 
submitted  the  following  report : — 


Articles  Sampled 

No. 

Sub- 

Taken 

Genuine 

Standard 

Beef  Sausages 

1 

1 

— 

Boiled  Sweets  

1 

1 

— 

Brawn  

1 

1 

— 

Butter  

6 

6 

— 

Chocolates,  Liqueur  Flavoured 

1 

1 

— 

Christmas  Pudding 

2 

2 

— 

Cornish  Butter  

1 

1 

— 

Cornish  Pasty  

1 

1 

— 

Damson  Jam  

1 

1 

— 

Double  Devon  Cream  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Dripping  

1 

1 

— 

Faggots  

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes  

2 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream  

6 

6 

— 

Lard  

2 

2 

— 

Milk  

37 

37 

— 

Mincemeat  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Pork  Sausages  

11 

11 

— 

Pure  Cornish  Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

1 

1 

— 

Table  Jelly 

1 

1 

— 

Whisky  

1 

1 

— 

White  Pepper 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

82 

82 



It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  all  samples  taken 
within  the  Borough  during  the  period  under  review  were 
found  to  be  genuine.  The  milk  was  of  very  good  quality 
with  fat  content  up  to  the  average  for  the  remainder  of  the 
County  as  a whole.  Two  complaints  concerning  ‘Double 
Devon  Cream’  and  ‘Liqueur  Flavoured  Chocolates’  were 
investigated  and  subsequently  samples  of  these  commodities 
were  reported  as  genuine  by  the  Analyst. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  Public  Conveniences  in  the  Borough  are  : — 


I 


Site 

Accommodation 

Females 

Males 

Greenbank  Gardens 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

*Market  Strand 

2 W.C’s 

Nil 

Nil 

•Webber  Street 

5 W.C’s 

Nil 

Nil 

*Moor 

Nil 

3 W.C’s 

14  Urinal  Stalls 

•(just'm  House  yuay 

4 W.C’s 

2 W.C’s 

5 Urinal  Stalls 

Castle  Hill 

Nil 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

'Castle  Drive 

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

•Cliff  Road 

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

•Gyllyngvase  Beach 

10  W.C’s 

4 W.C’s 

10  Urinal  Stalls 

Cemetery  

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

•Swan pool  Beach 

3 W.C’s 

2 W.C’s 

1 Urinal  Stall 

•Kimberley  Park 

I W.C. 

I W.C. 

2 Urinal  Stalls 

Gyllyngdune  Gardens 

2 W.C’s 

I W.C. 

3 Urinal  Stalls 

Recreation  Ground 

4 W.C’s 

2 W.C’s 

6 Urinal  Stalls 

*Washing  facilities  available. 


All  these  conveniences  are  cleansed  daily,  four  have  a 
Caretaker  for  9 hours  every  week-day  ; two  are  attended  in 
the  season  only. 

The  Female  Convenience  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Pier 
is  temporary  pending  the  construction  of  new  Male  and 
Female  Conveniences. 

231  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various  conveniences 
and  the  Income  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1958  was 
£1,104  14s.  9d.  and  Expenditure  £6,780  15s.  lid. 

Despite  some  protests,  the  Council  decided  to  replace  the 
flat  roof  at  the  Gyllyngvase  Beach  Conveniences  with  a 
pitched  roof  during  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
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CLEANSING  SERVICES 


Cesspools 

There  are  155  premises  connected  to  128  cesspools  ; in 
addition  five  caravan  sites  and  one  camping  site  are  each 
served  by  cesspools  and  in  all  there  are  135.  78  of  these  are 
regularly  emptied  by  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier  free  of 
charge.  The  other  57  are  constructed  on  the  soakaway 
system  and  are  emptied  when  required. 

Two  men  are  employed  and  a 750  gallon  capacity  Bed- 
ford Cesspool  Emptier  is  used. 

The  contents  of  the  Emptier  are  disposed  of  at  three 
points  in  the  Borough. 


7,176 

7,236 


Mileage,  1956 
Mileage,  1957 


Refuse  Collection 

A twice  weekly  collection  of  House  Refuse  was  carried 
out  and  refuse  from  the  shops  in  the  main  street  collected 
daily. 

In  all,  630,986  calls  were  made  during  the  year. 

Three  vehicles  are  employed  on  collection  and  the  total 
mileage  covered  was  19,175  miles. 

Each  vehicle  is  staffed  by  a driver  and  three  ashbinmen. 

Absence  caused  by  sickness  amounted  to  36  weeks  and 
4 days. 

Due  to  mechanical  failures  and  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
spection and  maintenance,  the  three  refuse  collection  vehicles 
were  not  available  for  42  working  days. 

Following  the  recommendation  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1956,  tenders  for  the  supply  of  a rear-loading  refuse 
collection  vehicle  were  considered  and  it  was  resolved  that 
a Diesel  powered  Karrier  Gamecock  18  cub.  yds.  “Dual-Tip” 
Refuse  Collection  vehicle  be  purchased,  delivery  of  which 
would  be  early  in  1958. 

The  costs  for  this  service  are  particularly  pleasing  ; they 
are  well  below  the  average  even  with  a minimum  of  a col- 
lection twice  a week. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Council’s  Tip  at  Trescobeas. 

A Bristol  Angledozer  and  an  Aveling  Barford  Dumper 
are  used  for  disposal  purposes. 

The  number  of  loads  of  refuse  disposed  of  is  as  follows  : 


Commer  1 ,260 

Karrier  1 ,282 

Seddon  1,455 

Other  Council  Vehicles  ...  216 

Hired  Transport  10 


This  represents  approximately  6,374  tons. 

The  costs  of  disposal  are  higher  than  I would  prefer  due 
mainly  to  the  fact  that  there  is  very  little  income  from  sal- 
vage. Even  so,  the  expenditure  is  far  from  excessive  consid- 
ering the  first  class  condition  of  the  controlled  tip. 

Salvage 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  has  unfortunately  been  dis- 
continued as  it  is  an  entirely  uneconomic  proposition. 

19-tons,  15-cwts.  of  waste  paper  baled  in  1955  were  sold 
for  £83  18s.  Od. 

23-tons.  5-cwts.  1-qr.  of  mixed  tins  were  sold  for  £92 
2s.  7d. 

7-cwts  0-qrs.  of  steel  track  was  sold  for  £1  15s.  Od. 


Cost  of  Cleansing  Services 


Refuse  Collection 

Labour 

Transport 

Administration  and 
Central  Charges 
Plant,  equipment,  etc. 
Revenue  Contribution 
Capital 


Income 

Recoverable  Charges — 
Hire  of  Vehicle 

Refuse  Disposal 

Labour 

Transport  

Administration  and 
Central  Charges 
Plant,  equipment,  land, 
etc.  


Income 

Hire  of  Plant 
Sale  of  Salvage 


Cesspool  Emptying 

Labour 
Transport 
Administration  and 
Central  Charges 
Equipment,  etc. 


Income 

Hire  of  Vehicle 


1957/8 

1956/7 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d 

4,695 

17 

9 

4,388 

10 

0 

3,906 

18 

11 

3,215 

2 

9 

543 

0 

0 

463 

0 

0 

1 1 

12 

11 

97 

5 

9 

475 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

£9,632 

9 

7 

£8,163 

18 

6 

3 

10 

0 

1,255 

7 

10 

1,289 

18 

1 

278 

0 

0 

253 

0 

0 

1,333 

15 

8 

984 

16 

11 

£2,867 

3 

6 

£2,527 

15 

0 

18 

10 

0 

179 

15 

6 

56 

6 

0 

£179 

15 

6 

£74 

16 

0 

478 

9 

7 

490 

11 

11 

1,108 

18 

11 

1,052 

3 

1 

149 

0 

0 

156 

0 

0 

27 

3 

4 

4 

11 

9 

£1,763 

11 

10 

£1,703 

6 

9 

£74 

0 

0 

.■51 


Comparison  of  Costs 


These  figures  are  based  upon  the  Public  Cleansing  Cost- 
ing Returns  for  1956-7  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 


Falmouth 

Falmouth 

Seaside  Holiday 
resorts 
Non-County 

1957/8 

1956/7 

Boroughs  1956/7 

Net  Cost  per  Ton 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

average 

s.  d. 

Collection 

28  6 

24  11 

35  11 

Disposal 

7 7 

7 1 

5 5 

Total 

...  36  1 

32  0 

41  4 

Net  Cost  per  1 ,000 

Pop. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Collection 

551 

467 

580 

Disposal 

146 

133 

90 

Total 

...  £697 

£600 

£670 

Net  Cost  per  1,000  premises 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Collection 

...  1,594 

1,375 

1,575 

Disposal 

423 

392 

245 

Total 

..  £2,017 

£1,767 

£1,820 

32 


K 

w 


« 


4 


•r  i 

i 


> 

t- 


4 

•> 


